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Reading At Home

…a simple guide to supporting your child
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THIS BOOKLET IS HEAPED FULL OF HINTS, TIPS AND PRACTICAL STRATEGIES TO HELP YOU TO HELP YOUR CHILD READ, AT WHATEVER STAGE THEY ARE AT IN THEIR LEARNING. IDEAS, FAQ’S, SUGGESTIONS AND EXAMPLES SHOULD HELP YOU TO MAKE THE BEST OF THE TIME YOU SPEND READING WITH YOUR CHILD, AND MOST IMPORTANTLY ENSURE YOU BOTH ENJOY THE EXPERIENCE. GO ON…GIVE IT A TRY!
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Overview
Reading is probably the most important skill that your child will learn in primary school. It opens up a whole new world of learning and imagination. The more you help your child at home, the easier they will find it to develop this vital skill. This leaflet offers some pointers on the best ways to support and encourage your child as they learn to read.

Why is reading so important?
When you share a book with your child at home you are showing them that you think reading matters.  You are giving them your full attention and that tells them that reading is a special activity that is worth time and trouble.  Setting aside time to support your child is the single most important thing you can do to help them learn.  Research shows that you don’t even have to be a good reader yourself.  Children who get help and encouragement at home learn to read much better than those who only read at school.  So if you want your child to do well, try to make time for reading.
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How do I help best at home?
When your child is under five, reading bedtime stories and enjoying books together is the best preparation for learning to read.  As your child learns to read, usually between ages five and seven, you will be able to help their learning by reading with them and listening to them read.  As their reading progresses, you still have an important role to play in helping them to enjoy books and become a ‘reader for life’. 

Helping the beginner reader

· Support interest in books and stories through reading to your child.

· Point out words that you see while you’re out with your child – on road signs, shop fronts, posters, packaging, price labels, and so on.

· Let your child choose the book you read together – don’t worry about re-reading a favourite book night after night!
· Support your child in learning to read by helping with the ‘reading book’ or ‘library book’ that they bring home from school.
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Encourage a love of reading by pointing your child in the direction of books they might enjoy – choose books together in a bookshop or library.

· Let your child see you reading – dads in particular may want to encourage their sons to read by picking up a book, magazine or newspaper themselves.

Reading with your child – how to go about it
· Choose a time when you’re both relaxed and not too tired.
· Settle down somewhere quiet and comfortable.
· Look at the cover together and talk about the book first.
· Let your child read in an atmosphere of quiet encouragement and listen carefully.
· Consider offering to read together, or read a paragraph or page each.
What do I do if my child gets stuck on a word?
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Encourage your child to find clues in the pictures as to the meanings of words.
· Suggest that they read to the end of the sentence if a word is unclear – this might help with the meaning of the word.  Ask your child ‘what would make sense there?’ and encourage sensible guessing.

· If your child gets stuck on a word, tell them the word to encourage fluency or if appropriate give them the first sounds as a gentle prompt. Break the word into smaller parts (syllables) if that helps.
· If your child guesses a word, and it’s nearly right, and fits the sense, let them go on with the story.

Do

· Read along with your child if they are nervous.
· Re-read familiar books to increase your child’s confidence.
· Praise your child for getting a word right.
· Aim to make the reading experience fun, cosy and time together for you both to enjoy.
· Make time for reading – at the doctor’s surgery, on the bus or on train journeys.
Don’t
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Push your child to read if they are tired and want to stop.
· Criticise them for getting a word wrong.
· Make your child read a book they aren’t interested in.
· Make reading a chore which prevents them from having fun.
How often should I read with my child?
Try to share books together every day, even if just for a few minutes.  However, sharing can include talking about books or telling stories.  Here are some suggestions.
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Tell your child a story from your imagination.

· Talk about a book you both enjoy.

· Read an ‘old favourite’ to your child.

· Encourage them to act out a favourite story.
Reading with an older child
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Once your child is reading independently, try to continue to read to them and talk about books to encourage wider reading choices that will extend and develop their reading.  Sharing stories together can carry on for as long as you both enjoy it.  This can help them to tackle a book that they want to read, but find hard.  Share books you enjoyed as a child, or choose a new book from the library.  Create a special space for your child’s books, and encourage friends and relatives to give books for 


Christmas and birthday presents.
What should I read with my child?

Apart from the books coming home from school, there are lots to choose from. Talk to your child about what interests them.  Visit your local library or bookshop for ideas.  As well as fiction, they may enjoy non-fiction books.  There are books and magazines on a range of interests, including football, hobbies and nature.  Computers are available at most main libraries, and your child may enjoy CD-Roms and the Internet as an alternative to paper books. Talking books that are accompanied by a printed story are also a great way to add variety to your reading recipe.
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What if my child is reluctant to read?

It could be that your child is not enjoying what they are reading!  Try a more varied diet – comics and picture books are all ‘reading’ and many very exciting stories are told through pictures. How about giving them a picture book and ask them to come up with their own story?  Let your child choose a comic to read at home.  Audio books on CD are also a good way to encourage reading.  Suggest they read the book of a favourite film or DVD.
Sometimes lack of interest in reading is caused by lack of confidence, so give plenty of encouragement.  Carry on reading books you both enjoy to your child.
Reading Reminders, Hints and Wrinkles.

· Read through some of the story beforehand to make sure that it is suitable for your audience – in terms of age, language (lots of children find Beatrix Potter completely confusing), subject and enjoyment.

· [image: image13.wmf]Make sure that it’s a story you enjoy too!  Children can tell if you don’t like it – and they won’t listen.

· Look at the book/story to see if there are activities you can do with it, either before reading or afterwards.

· Think about different types of book.  Children don’t only enjoy funny books – they like scary books, stories that make them cry, books that keep them on the edge of their seats, etc.

· Many children’s books have wonderful illustrations – don’t keep them to yourself!
· [image: image14.wmf]Obvious, perhaps, but make sure that you look up at the children when you are reading to them.  They can’t hear properly if your head is down, and you need to make eye contact with them regularly to keep them with you.
· Get the children to participate!  They will love it if you get really involved, and get them involved too.  They can act out bits of the story, show you ‘what happens next…’ and join in with familiar bits and so on.  This is a good opportunity to let your hair down – enjoy reading the story, and the children will enjoy it too.

Don’t always choose texts that have easy language and very simple story lines.  There is a place for simple stories, but story time is an opportunity to expose children to more complicated words and ideas which they could not manage themselves.  Encourage discussion of difficult bits – and let the children try to work out their understanding themselves, with your guidance.
What will they be asked when being assessed at the end of KS1?

Our primary approach to teaching your child to read is Phonics. This approach involves teaching the children how different letters and combinations of letters (called graphemes) sound and can be blended to build up words. If your child is just beginning to read, you will find a card enclosed which describes the learning steps we use in our phonics approach. Further copies are available on request should you want a copy and not have one.

The children are also asked questions in Year two to help inform their teacher’s assessment of their ability. This information is then used to inform your child’s new teacher when they join year three about their reading ability.

Below is a short extract from a text which has been used in the past to help assess a child’s reading ability. It is followed by an example of the different question types which are used to assess the reading skills as outlined above.

The doorbell rang. Tom went to answer it. It was Auntie May.

“Happy Birthday, Tom,” she said. “My feet are killing me. I’ll go and sit in the living room. You tell your mum I’m here.”

Tom went to get Mum.

“Where are all the cushions?” Auntie May asked Mum.

“I want to put one behind my back.”

“I didn’t move the cushions,” said Mum.

“I wonder who did?”

These questions are from “A Birthday Party”and gain 1 mark each.

1.
Who let Auntie May in?




2. Auntie May said “My feet are killing me.” What does this mean?

3. What was Auntie May looking for?

	A ball
	A cushion
	A chair
	The remote


To sum up
Enjoying books together is the best way to start your child reading.  Let them learn to read at their own pace – if in doubt, ask your child’s teacher for advice.  If you support your child’s reading and extend their interests and reading habits, you will have given them the best possible start in life.

What will they be asked to do during their End of Key Stage 2 SATs?
The SATs tests are taken by the children in Year six and are used to assess a variety of reading skills in order to inform their next school of their starting point as well as to judge how much they have improved.

They will be asked a range of types of questions which will ask them to demonstrate skills such as information retrieval, analysis and expression of own opinion backed up by reasons or evidence from the text.
They will be asked about their reading of a variety of text types, including stories, poems, lists, contents pages, diaries, explanations, descriptions, letters, glossaries and articles.

Aspects of reading to be assessed are children’s ability to:
· use a range of strategies, including accurate decoding of text, to read for meaning (can they show that they have understood what they have read);
· [image: image15.wmf]understand, describe, select or retrieve information, events or ideas from text and use quotations and references to the text (identify the right parts of the text to answer questions accurately);
· deduce, infer or interpret information, events or ideas from texts (understand or guess the idea of what a text is saying even if it is not written about directly);
· identify and comment on the structure and organisation of texts, including grammatical and presentational features at text level (comment on how it is set out and why);
· explain and comment on writers’ use of language, including grammatical and literary features at word and sentence level (e.g. how an author builds up emotions or suspense through use of language);
· identify and comment on writers’ purposes and viewpoints and the overall effect of the text on the reader.
Below is a short extract from a text used in an end of Key Stage 2 SATs paper recently. It is followed by an example of the different question types which are used to assess the reading skills as outlined above.

“Clara…Clara are you asleep? May I come in?”

“I’m not asleep,” Clara said. “It’s difficult. I keep thinking about tomorrow.”

Lotte sat at the foot of her daughter’s bed. Clara could see how tired she looked, even though the only light in the room came from the corridor.

“It’s about tomorrow that I want to talk to you, Clara.” Lotte sighed. “I wish your father were here. I wish he could see you and Maxi before you go. You understand,” Lotte said, “why we are sending you to England, you and Maxi?”

“Yes Mama, of course I do.”

[image: image16.wmf]When your father comes home, he and I will make every effort to come to England as soon as possible. We will only be separated for a few months…maybe only a few weeks. I want you to remember that when you feel sad or homesick. We will think of you every minute and we would love you to be happy. It would make everything much easier for us if we knew you and Maxi were…alright.”

Clara said: “Of course we will be fine. I know how lucky we are. I even know how to speak a little English, and we know where we are going. Very few children are so fortunate. And you’ve prepared envelopes and I will write and tell you how lovely it is in England.”
These questions are about Leaving Home, the extract is from the novel, A Candle in the Dark.
1 Clara was in bed when her mother, Lotte came to 
	wake her up.
	talk to her.
	give her a present.
	tell her off.


2 Lotte explained that Clara and Maxi were going to live in 
	Holland
	Germany
	France
	England



where they would be safe.

1 mark each
These questions are about Leaving Home, the extract is from the novel, A Candle in the Dark.
Look at page 9. Some phrases and sentences on this page help you to see events from Clara’s point of view.
3 Find and copy one phrase or sentence that does this.
4 Explain what you think this phrase or sentence adds to the story.









1 mark each
These questions are about Leaving Home, the extract is from the novel, A Candle in the Dark.
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5
Explain how you think Clara feels 

· the night before she leaves




· on the train

· when she gets to England
3 marks


DON’T JUST LOOK, PICK UP A BOOK![image: image1.png]



