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Q: Why did the child study in an aeroplane?
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Children in Blue class using Venn diagrams to sort toys!
This week:

Multicultural week – request!, Chocoholics, Absences, 

 event and term dates, and MUCH more……

SOLAR PANEL ECO TICKER: 

6290KWh of Electricity Produced

3585Kg of Carbon Dioxide saved
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From the Head’s Chair

It’s been busy again this week with a wide range of events and activities taking place at Wessex.  On Tuesday, Alison Hollands from our local library arranged to visit our KS1 Hearing Impaired children and along with her colleagues, Michelle and Karen, delivered a very exciting interactive storytelling session that had the children captivated!  The stories were from a company called 'Bag Books' and were told to the children with the aid of sensory resources which ensured that the children (and staff) loved every minute and now can’t wait for the next visit.  Thanks to Mrs Clarke and Mrs Hollands for organising the visit. 
On Thursday this week, our Year six children enjoyed a visit to the Swan Theatre to watch a performance of ‘A Midsummer’s Night Dream’ to follow on from their learning last term. They thoroughly enjoyed the trip, and reports of their behavior (compared to other schools who also attended) were nothing but fantastic. Another reason to be proud of our children – well done Year 6 and thank you to Mrs Dore and Miss McLaren for organising the trip.

Next week will be an exciting week for all children as they take part in a range of activities related to ‘global citizenship’. They will have a range of opportunities to learn first hand about the issues which affect us personally and more widely, including the environment and a range of local and international issues. As a part of this, children will not be bringing home their waste from their packed lunches next week as we will be weighing the rubbish for each class to see who has the most environmentally friendly lunch boxes. In the future, we will be encouraging all children to take home their ‘lunch litter’ so parents can see what they have eaten and we can reduce the amount of waste at school.  The week will finish with a fashion show (10.50 in Lower School and 1.30 in Upper School) with couture created by the children from recycled materials – creative thinking over the weekend methinks!  Parents are very welcome to attend!
You may remember that the PTA held a collection of material and clothing a couple of weeks ago. Thank you to everyone who donated – 760kg in total which equated to a donation of £360 for the school. This money will once again be put to very good use providing all of our children with fantastic resources and equipment which they wouldn’t otherwise be able to enjoy. Many thanks to the PTA for arranging the collection.

We have had another sickness ‘bug’ doing the rounds at school this week. Please keep your child at home for 48 hours from their last ‘episode’ if they have been sick so that we reduce the spread and we will all encourage frequent hand washing. Thank you.
We have also had an outbreak of scabies throughout the school.  If your child develops an itchy rash anywhere on their body (but it seems to be mainly on hands) please take them to the doctor as this spreads like wildfire!!
Finally this week I would like to make a public apology. I apologise to Mrs Cawte for leaving photographs of Fernando Torres on her computer on Monday (after Liverpool’s victory over Chelsea last weekend) and for making 1-0 related comments throughout the day. It was wrong, but a lot of fun and to be honest, I don’t get to do it very often these days!  I look forward to you ‘getting me back’ later this season………
Have a good weekend.
Nick Stevens


Headteacher








Tel: 01628 626724



e-mail: wessex@rbwm.org
[image: image10.wmf]Wessex Water Bottles
Available to buy from the school office for just £1.50 – refillable and hygienic Wessex water bottles with lids in house colours (or black lids for our Nursery children).  Bottles have space for child’s name and class and are dishwasher safe.  More information is available from the school office.
Foundation Stage Multicultural Week.
[image: image11.wmf]As part of our Multicultural Week in Nursery and Reception we are holding a multicultural party on Friday 18th February.  We would appreciate any donations of food from different cultures from the parents of FS1 and FS2 children. If you would like to help but need some inspiration there is a suggestions list on the back of the staffroom door in Nursery, or speak to your child’s teacher.
Helping Street Children in Honduras

Hope Blocksidge (daughter of Mrs Blocksidge in the Nursery) is going to Honduras at Easter to work with street children.  She has asked if we could help her by providing some ‘essentials’ to the children (actually – the children rarely if ever have these items) including toothpaste and brushes, roll-on deodorant, soap (in fact any toiletries), plus some luxuries including sweets (no chocolate) face paints, yo-yo’s, skipping ropes, chalk and craft ‘making’ things.  Any donations would be very gratefully received.  Please bring items in to the school office or to Nursery – thank you!

Letter Sound Cards     
Following on from the reading information meeting last term, letter sound cards are now available to buy from the school office. There are 2 different packs - Set 1 and Set 2. Each pack costs £6. If you would like to buy a pack please check with your child's class teacher to find out which pack is most appropriate.

Cash For Schools

Don’t forget that we are taking part in the Maidenhead Advertiser Cash for Schools scheme.  We need to collect just TWO tokens per pupil to guarantee our school a share of the cash.  Please cut out the tokens and bring them in to school – there is a bright yellow collecting box outside the school office.  Thank you!!

Absence

A reminder to parents that we need a phonecall from a parent or guardian if your child is ill or absent from school.  Ideally we need a call around 8.30am to the office but definitely before 9.15am please!  If we don’t receive a phonecall your child will be marked with an unauthorised absence.  Unfortunately, messages from neighbours or friends are not permissible for safeguarding reasons.  Similarly, if your child has a hospital or other medical appointment that requires them to be out of school for more than an hour or two, please bring in the appointment letter or card in advance so that we can authorise the absence.  Thank you for your help.

PTA Fundraising - Chocoholics
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Chocoholics catalogues are doing the rounds so please make sure you pass them on to the next person on the list.  If you have never ordered from them before Mrs Cawte can vouch for the quality and yumminess of the goodies!  Orders with payment can be brought in to the office – delivery is usually within a week.  

	TALKING HOMEWORK
	THINKING SKILLS CHALLENGE

	How can you keep safe when crossing the road?
	Imagine you have to describe yourself to someone who has never met you. You can only use 50 words for your description.


Summer Holiday Activities (Yes – already!!)

FURZE PLATT SUMMER FUN - Mon 25 - Fri 29 July and Mon 1 - Fri 5 August 2011
Activities include: go-karting, fencing, martial arts, orienteering, football, dance, tennis, swimming, climbing, raft building, cricket, basketball and much more!  Only £100 per week, age 9-14 years.  Places are limited for some activities so early booking is advisable.  For a booking form please call Mrs Gill Lowe 01628 625308 ext 261 or see this week's Maidenhead Advertiser.

Lost Property

Our lost property box in Upper School is overflowing (again!) with coats (yes, really!!) PE kits, sweatshirts and numerous other items of clothing, as well as several lunchboxes. Please come in and see if any of it belongs to your son/daughter.  As usual, we will be re-cycling/disposing of all remaining lost property at 3.20pm next Friday, 18th February (last day of term3). Thank you.
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Snails

Would anyone like to look after our African Land Snails over the half term break? They are very sociable, chat a lot, are cuddly and loving creatures (apparently!!!) And they don’t leave hair all over the sofa!  They just need lettuce, cucumber and water daily, and one wash weekly.  If you will be able to help, please see Miss McLaren in Y6, or ring the school office as soon as possible.

	DATE
	OCCASION
	WHO?

	14th – 18th February
	Global Citizenship Week
	Whole school

	Friday 18th February
	End of term – 3.20pm
	Everyone!!

	Monday 28th February
	Start of term 4
	Everyone!!

	Thursday 3rd March
	SATs information evening for parents 6pm (more information to follow)
	Parents and carers of children in Y6 and Y2

	Thursday 3rd March
	World Book Day
	Everyone!!

	Thursday 10th March and

Monday 14th March
	Parent consultation evenings (more information to follow)
	Parents of children in Y1 – Y6

	Friday 18th March
	Red Nose Day – noses will be on sale in the school office after half term.
	Everyone!!


A: Because he wanted a higher education
Do you have a joke for the newsletter? (anything is better than the jokes that Mrs Cawte finds!) – please e-mail the school on Wessex@rbwm.org[image: image1.png]
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