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There are three types of mathematicians…..
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Callum (alias Harry Potter) dressed as his favourite book character on World Book Day
This week:

Library competition, RecycleBank, event and term dates, 
and MUCH more……

SOLAR PANEL ECO TICKER: 

6376KWh of Electricity Produced

3634Kg of Carbon Dioxide saved
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From the Head’s Chair

I’ve got so much to share this week, so I’ll get right to it!

During this week, every child from the Nursery to Y6 will have had an opportunity to meet with their class teacher for a short tutorial meeting during which specific information was shared with them about where they are with their learning and most importantly what they need to do next in order to improve. They will each have received a specific target for Reading and Writing (or both) and these will be shared with parents at the consultation meetings next week. The teachers have worked really hard to make sure that targets are challenging and specific and I know from speaking to both teachers and children that this has been a very worthwhile experience. Take a few minutes to speak to your child about what their targets are – you will receive a copy next week so you can continue to support their learning effectively at home. 

On Tuesday our football team played two away matches and again played brilliantly. In the first match we beat Cookham Dean 3-1 (two own goals and a belter from Tom Newlyn). In the second match we went one further and beat St Mary’s 4-1 (one own goal and three great strikes from Yanis, Josh and Joe). Well done boys – you are certainly going from strength to strength and things are looking positive for the rest of the season. The team was Alex Sudlow, Taylor N Meek, Jack McAra, Robert Pilling, Joe Park, Josh Masters, Tom Newlyn and Yanis Akkache.  Thanks to coach Lloyd for taking them (and Mr Park for refereeing!) – I know it was a chilly afternoon!  We look forward to our next home game here on Monday (vs Oldfield and Waltham St Lawrence).

On Wednesday I had the pleasure of escorting 5E to Manor Green school to begin work on a six week Universal Design project. We are one of the first schools in the country to pilot this type of project, in partnership with Hitatchi, and the afternoon was a delight. The children met and made friends with a group of children with learning difficulties from Manor Green school and will be working with them over the next few weeks to design a remote control unit which will help improve the life of a blind person. They will then present their products to the ‘board’ from Hitatchi and the winning team will enjoy a tour of their head office (not the one in Japan unfortunately!). The children worked hard, had some great ideas, made some new friends and made both myself and Mrs Elliot incredibly proud. Thank you also to YuenHar Tse, a visually impaired Wessex parent, who came and spoke to the group about her disability and shared first hand experiences of the challenges she faces. This was real life learning in action and I know the children will gain a great deal both personally and academically from the experience.
Also on Wednesday, as part of our World Book Day activities, we welcomed the author and poet Ian Billing to the school. He lead an assembly at the start of the day followed by a series of KS2 workshops during which he really brought his stories and poems to life. The children thoroughly enjoyed their sessions and were very proud of the autographed book mark they each received at the end of their session.  Further details about our World Book Day activities can be found below, but I would like to thanks Mrs Dore for organising the activities.

A couple of other thank-yous….firstly to Mrs Hersom who kindly donated a large number of seeds to our Nursery and Gardening Club.  Secondly to those parents who responded to the letter about the Parent Forum.  I have 1 or 2 names for almost every class (come on 6D!) and will be contacting you shortly with the details of the first meeting. Many thanks!
Well, we have finally moved into the new Reception building at school and I have appreciated the numerous positive comments I have received from parents, staff and governors about the ‘WOW’ factor with our new entrance. I know it has been a long time coming and the final touches are still to be completed. Many thanks to the office staff and Mr Porter who spent the half term holiday getting ready and I appreciate everyone’s patience as we find our feet and deal with the inevitable teething issues. Its great, makes a real statement about the future of Wessex and gives us a true heart to the school.
Many thanks to those parents who attended our SATs information evening on Thursday this 
week for children in Year 2 and Year 6. We had a very strong ‘turnout’ with the majority of children represented and I know the evening was very informative. Many thanks to Mrs Steven, Mrs Sanders, Mr McInerney, Mrs Dore and Miss McLaren for leading the meetings.

Finally this week I would like to congratulate our Year 6 children who have received their secondary school allocations. The vast majority of our children successfully gained their first choice of secondary school and we will be working very hard during the next six months to ensure they are as ready as possible for the transition. If any of our Y6 parents have any questions about either the secondary school allocation process or the transition to secondary school, please don’t hesitate to get in touch.
Nick Stevens


Headteacher








Tel: 01628 626724



e-mail: wessex@rbwm.org
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World Book Week

Who would have thought that learning how to write stories could be so much fun!  Ian Billings, author, poet and comedian, certainly showed the children just how enjoyable writing can be when he visited school on Wednesday. The children enjoyed a thoroughly entertaining show by Ian - hysterical laughter was heard echoing around the school all day! Some children were lucky enough take part in one of his fun-filled writing workshops learning how to create amusing characters for stories. Official World Book Day on Thursday was celebrated with a home clothes day raising money for the charity Book Aid International (www.bookaid.org) and many of the children enjoyed reading with their buddy classes. There has certainly been a 'Literacy buzz' around the school this week and we hope that the children have been inspired!
Miss Dore – Literacy Co-ordinator

PS – We raised nearly £300 for Book Aid – thanks to all those who donated!
School Governor Vacancy

We have a vacancy for a parent governor from September 2010. If you or any parents you know are interested in finding out more about the role, please contact Sara Ford (Clerk to the governing body) in writing via the school office and we will send you more details. It is a hugely rewarding role which enables you to work closely with other governors and the headteacher, as well as children, staff and the wider community to contribute towards the future leadership and direction of our school. 

Library Competition

As part of our World Book Day celebrations Alison Hollands from RBWM Library Services visited our school this week to talk to the children about books, libraries and reading in a special Where’s Wally assembly.  Our pupils have been invited to take part in a Where’s Wally competition with top prizes of family tickets to Legoland and Chessington World of Adventures.  Each child has been given a free prize draw ticket featuring Where’s Wally.  They simply need to take this to their local RBWM library and find Wally who will be hiding somewhere in the children’s books with a secret code on his tummy.  Once they have found the code and borrowed a book they will be entered into the free prize draw – please put their ticket somewhere safe because this competition is only open to participating schools.  Children need to be a member of the library in order to borrow a book but it is simple and free to join (and parents cards can also be used). Closing date for entries is 30 April.  We hope that you will take this opportunity to visit your local library and see the wonderful array of books, dvds and games that they have on offer.
RecycleBank
Did you know that you can donate your blue-bin recycling points to Wessex Primary but only for a limited period!!  There were some teething problems with the website but these have now been sorted and so the donation time has been extended until 15th April. For more details log on to RecycleBank UK (don’t forget the UK!!).  
Family Problem Solving Session
We are running another of our popular Saturday Family Problem Solving Session on 26th March 10am - 12noon.  We can accommodate up to 15 families.  Interested mums, dads, grandparents aunties and uncles can sign up at the school office.  

Letter Sound Cards     
Following on from the reading information meeting last term, letter sound cards are now available to buy from the school office. There are 2 different packs - Set 1 and Set 2. Each pack costs £6. If you would like to buy a pack please check with your child's class teacher to find out which pack is most appropriate.

Free School Meal Forms

A reminder to our families eligible for free school meals that we need the forms renewing each term.  Please return your completed form to the school office on Monday.  Thank you.

	TALKING HOMEWORK
	THINKING SKILLS CHALLENGE

	What are my school targets?
	How many words can you think of that rhyme with fish?


Cash For Schools

Don’t forget that we are taking part in the Maidenhead Advertiser Cash for Schools scheme.  We need to collect just TWO tokens per pupil to guarantee our school a share of the cash.  Please cut out the tokens and bring them in to school – there is a bright yellow collecting box outside the school office.  Thank you!!

Other Voucher Schemes

It seems that all the supermarkets start their voucher schemes at the same time, so wherever you shop, please collect the vouchers for Wessex.  We have ‘purchased’ some fantastic items with the vouchers in the past including digital cameras, loads of sports equipment and cooking equipment for use all through school and Nursery.  We are always happy to accept vouchers from friends, neighbours and colleagues too!!

	 DATE
	OCCASION
	WHO?

	Thursday 10th March and

Monday 14th March
	Parent consultation evenings (letters have gone out this week!)
	Parents of children in Y1 – Y6

	Friday 18th March
	Red Nose Day – noses are on sale from the school office 
	Everyone!!

	Thursday 24th March
	French Themed Menu – bon appétit!!  Details to follow…..
	Reception – Y6 plus staff!!

	Thursday 7th April
	End of term 
	Everyone!!

	Friday 8th April
	Inset day – please don’t send you child to school!!
	Everyone!!

	Start of term for children in school
	Tuesday 26th April
	Reception to Y6

	Start of term for existing Nursery children
	Thursday 28th April
	Existing nursery children

	Friday 29th April
	Royal Wedding – a Bank Holiday!
	Everyone!!

	Thursday 26th May
	End of term 5
	Everyone

	Friday 27th May
	Inset day – please don’t send you child to school!!
	Everyone!!


Those who can add and those who can't 
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