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Interesting fact of the week:   ‘One True Voice’ won Pop Starts – The Rivals in 2002 but disbanded in 2003.  ‘Girls Aloud’ came second and are still going strong.  Winning certainly isn’t everything!
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A very fond farewell to our Y6 leavers (sniff, sniff…)


This week:
School holiday activities, event and term dates, and MUCH more……

SOLAR PANEL ECO TICKER: 
8500KWh of Electricity Produced
4845Kg of Carbon Dioxide saved


[image: MCj04338280000[1]][image: MCj04338280000[1]]From the Head’s Chair
I can’t believe we’ve reached the end of another year at Wessex, my third as headteacher! I had the pleasure of giving my report to the governing body on Tuesday evening, where I was proud to describe many of the achievements and successes we have enjoyed since September. Children’s attainment continues to improve in both KS1 and KS2 and I am particularly proud of the children in Y2 and Y6 who have worked so hard and done so well this year. 
As I said in our Y6 leaver’s  assembly, I am proud of each and every one of the children and firmly believe that in addition to academic achievement, we continue to bid a fond farewell to children who are confident, articulate, polite and well prepared for their next steps, wherever they lead. As Greta put it in her memory about Wessex “I will miss my friends and teachers, but know that Wessex has helped me to become a better person”. Wise words from one so young, but true none the less I know.
In that vein, I thoroughly enjoyed last Friday evening’s performance of ‘The Waterbabies’ by our Y3 and Y4 children in the theatre at Cox Green. The children sang alongside children from 5 other schools and the sound was quite something. Our readers performed with confidence and the smiles on the faces of the performers and audience members alike told their own story. Well done children and thank you to Mrs Piper for coordinating the event, supported by the other staff who got involved and supported the children.
During this week, our children have enjoyed a wide variety of activities and learning activities, from DT projects to Spanish lessons to children actually teaching other children and leading some classes! The Year six leaver’s assembly on Wednesday was a joy (and a little emotional!). Well attended by parents, this was an opportunity for the children to look back at their memories of Wessex, sharing stories and songs, as well as to take a pause to look ahead. We were joined by Dorothy Kemp, former Mayor and member of the Spoore, Merry and Rixman foundation, a local charity who support children and young people across Windsor and Maidenhead. Once again this year, each child in Y6 was presented with their own dictionary, and again it was accompanied by a special certificate, awarded by any of the teachers or other members of staff at Wessex to share their own special memory of each individual. There were lots of tears from children, parents and staff alike and I would personally like to thank our Y6 children for a fantastic year and wish them well in all they do in the future. Make sure you pop back to Wessex to let us know how you are getting on.
It’s been a great year this year and I would like to thank staff, parents and children for their continued support of all we do at Wessex. It’s quite something when I hear that families are now choosing to move house just so their children can attend our school! We should be proud of everything we do and as we face the challenges of the future, I am certain that together we will keep up the momentum and continue to grow from strength to strength. Speaking of the future, I am seeking the skills of those parents who have experience in the world of marketing and in September will be asking for your help. I know we are now in a good position to increase the breadth of facilities and opportunities we can offer to both our families and the wider community, and the governing body is keen to tap into any advice or support you can offer. If you work or have experience in this area, please get in touch with the school as I will be looking to you for help in the new year.
As is often the case at this time of year, we sadly bid a very fond farewell to some members of staff who are moving on for a variety of reasons. Felicity Dore will be leaving us this term as she prepares for the birth of her first child. Mrs Dore has been a huge asset to the school since I have known her and she will be sorely missed. I wish her and her husband Tom the very best of luck and look forward to her first visit after the new baby arrives. Good luck! 
We also say farewell to Emma Lacey, who has been a fantastic teacher in our Reception Class this year and, again, will be sorely missed. Her ‘send-off’ at the Reception Leaver’s Assembly on Thursday said it all and demonstrated how much she was appreciated by both the children and their parents. Miss Lacey is moving to a school much closer to where she lives and is looking forward to both a new job and her wedding later this Summer. Good luck and keep in touch! We also say farewell to Viv Akerman who has been working with our Year 4 children this year. She will also be missed as she leaves school to take up her passion for all things artistic. We look forward to viewing her sculptures and other pieces at the Tate Modern in the future!
Finally, we say bon appetit to Debbie from Cater-Link who has been managing our kitchen and cooking your children’s (and my) lunches since I joined Wessex. I wish her well as she leaves to spend more time with her family and hope the traditional ‘bowl of chips to test’ on Fridays is continued by your successor.
As is also traditional at this time of year, we welcome several new members of staff to Wessex. Mrs Sarah Pope will be joining us in September to take up the position of Deputy Headteacher in readiness for Mrs Maskell’s departure on maternity leave. We also welcome Miss Helen Southerden to the position of Y6 teacher. Finally, I would like to welcome Ms James, who will be taking up the position of school chef for Cater Link.
Thank you to everyone who has worked so hard to make this such a successful year for the school and our children. We look forward to a new year in September and the challenges and successes ahead. In the meantime I would like to wish everyone a peaceful Summer break and I look forward to welcoming you all back to Wessex on 6th September!


Nick Stevens	
Headteacher								
Tel: 01628 626724		 
e-mail: wessex@rbwm.org

Cox Green After School Club
[image: ]From September the Cox Green After School Club will be located at Wessex Primary School (but will continue to operate as an independent organisation providing childcare for children from both Lowbrook and Wessex).  This will allow the expansion of numbers and a wider range of facilities.  As a result we will be looking to take on extra staff to work in the club and/or walk children across from Lowbrook to Wessex after school-run clubs have finished.  If you are interested in applying for these posts or would like further information please contact Lesley Trivedi (Chairperson) on 0781 309 4280 or ltrivedi@hotmail.co.uk. 
 
School Meals – 6 weeks for the price of 5.
Caterlink will once again be introducing the 6 weeks for 5 vouchers for school meals in September. The voucher can also be downloaded from our website.
A reminder that the price of school meals will be £2.20 from September.


Summer Reading Challenge
Circus Stars summer reading challenge for children aged 4-12 started in all borough libraries on Saturday 9th July and runs until Saturday 10th September.  Cox Green Library are running the following special events:
Wednesday 10 August 10.30 - 11am  “Big Top Stories” for the under 5’s. No booking required.  Wednesday 24 August 10.30 - 11.30am “Circus Skills” workshop for children aged 5-11.  £3 (£2.50 with advantage card). Booking essential.  For more details about all summer activities please call 01628 673942 or go to the library website:  http://www.rbwm.gov.uk/public/Circus_Stars_-_Mhd.pdf
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School Holiday Activities
RBWM have a huge list of activities to keep children of all ages busy during the holidays.  For more information go to the following link:   http://fsd.rbwm.gov.uk/kb5/rbwm/fsd/results.page?qt=summer&loc=

The ‘NEWSLETTIERSHIP’ (sponsored by trees)
	Class
	Number of paper copies of the newsletter needed

	5E
	1(ONE!!!) 

	3B
	2

	5L
	3

	6M
	4

	6D/3K
	5

	4P/4A
	9

	Green/Purple
	10

	Red
	11

	Blue
	12

	Orange
	13

	Yellow
	17



How green is YOUR class??  You can sign 
up for ParentMail e-mailings over the 
summer holiday by sending an e-mail to 
Wessex@rbwm.org.  Please mention your 
child’s name and class (either ‘old’ or ‘new’ 
class name) and we will do the rest!  Not 
only will you get the newsletter and other 
letters by e-mail, but also information about 
activities and offers that we are only notified 
of by electronic means.  





	 DATE
	OCCASION
	WHO?

	27th – 29th July
	Coerver Football course at Wessex – forms have been sent home 
	Children from R – Y6

	Monday 5th September
	Inset day – please don’t send your children to school!
	Everyone!

	Tuesday 6th September
	Start of term for school!
	Children from R – Y6

	Thursday 8th September
	Start of Nursery term for existing children
	Existing Nursery children only.


HAVE A FANTASTIC HOLIDAY - SEE YOU IN SEPTEMBER!!!
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